
Obama outlined a plan to open up much of the 
East Coast to offshore oil drilling. His proposal 
would have ended a longtime moratorium on off-
shore oil exploration. The West Coast would 
remain closed to drilling and exploration, as would 
the East Coast from New Jersey northward. But 
opening up oil exploration from Delaware down 
to the central coast of Florida covered 167 million 
acres of ocean.29 Obama’s move, which included 
more environmental protections than a similar 
idea previously floated by President George W. 
Bush, was mainly cheered by oil companies and 
supporters of increased domestic energy produc-
tion—as well as by state officials, who welcomed 
the chance to share in oil-extraction tax revenues.

But within 3 weeks, an offshore oil rig exploded 
40 miles off the Louisiana coast. (This occurred 

in the Gulf of Mexico, an area that had long been 
open to oil drilling, not in the newly designated 
area.) The resulting catastrophic oil spill effec-
tively ended any chance for an expansion of off-
shore drilling for a time, but in 2011, the Obama 
administration announced a proposal for a new 
5-year plan. It opened up new areas in the Gulf of 
Mexico and Alaska to oil drilling but barred 
development along the East Coast and West 
Coast. Overall, domestic oil production during 
Obama’s first term grew by more than 10 percent.

Promoting Renewable Energy

Meanwhile, all but a dozen states are pushing for-
ward on another front intended to reduce green-
house gas emissions and lower U.S. dependence 
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Source: Center for Climate and Energy Solutions, “Renewable and Alternative Energy Portfolio Standards,” 2014, http://www.c2es.org/node/9340.
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